THE MINISTER AND POLAND'S POLICY
Lithuania carved out by the Treaty of Versailles with the
old historical Duchy of Lithuania which formed a
steadfast and enduring union with Poland and of which
Wilno was the ancient and renowned capital. The new-
Lithuania, which had Kaunas (Kowno) as the capital,
appeared rather to trade on this confusion, and at any
rate its demand for the restitution of Wilno became so
clamant that at times the continued reiteration appeared
very like to an oratorical obsession. These people
would have no truck with Poland. They declared them-
selves in * a sort of war? with their bigger neighbour,
and their frontiers were closed so that a Pole could not
travel directly from Wilno to Kaunas. Frontier inci-
dents were frequent. As we have seen, Colonel Beck
had had occasion to warn them very explicitly; and
there was no saying what complications might not arise
if such a troublesome sore were allowed to fester in the
East of Europe. It was moreover a trouble which
deeply touched the spirit of Marshal Pilsudski. He
himself was a Lithuanian; Wilno was to him something
sf a family town; and despite all the provocation which
Lithuania had given him, it is an open secret that when
Marshal Goering had sounded him about a German
iggression by way of Memel, he replied that Poland
:ould not disinterest herself from the fate of Lithuania.
But the relations of Poland and Lithuania remained still
nharmonious at his death, until at the beginning of 1938
"olonel Beck felt that the time had come for prompt
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